* a schoolboy's cake *
were insinuations that the King was violating the Constitution
by retaining Pitt in office. On January 24th, 1784, George
pressed the point in a letter to his Prime Minister.
I own [he said] I cannot see the reason, if the thing is practicable,
that a Dissolution should not be effected; if not I fear the Constitu-
tion of this country cannot subsist.
When the young man replied that the time was not ripe for an
appeal to the country the King wrote:
I desire Mr Pitt will assemble the confidential Ministers this evening,
that he may state what has passed this day [i.e. January 24th]. I
should think he cannot give any reason for preventing a Dissolution
on Monday; but, if he should, he must be armed with the Opinion
of the other Ministers.
After a lengthy discussion the Cabinet accepted the Prime
Minister's arguments in favour of waiting a little longer.
Pitt had much of his father's appreciation of the value of the
dramatic in politics. Soon after he came into power in December
1783 the death of Sir Edward Walpole vacated one of the choicest
sinecures in Government's gift—the Clerkship of the Pells,
worth anything from three to six thousands a year. No one
would have thought any the worse of Pitt had he—a notoriously
poor man—kept the office in his own hands; but to every one's
amazement he bestowed it upon Colonel Barre, on the under-
standing that he surrendered a pension, chargeable to public
funds, which had been granted him during the Rockingham
Administration. There was political honesty with a vengeance I
And the country, sickened by the graft and grab which were
inseparably connected with politics, were insensibly drawn to
this young Prime Minister, who was ' a chip of the old block/
The Opposition's persistent efforts to wreck Pitt's measures
were uniformly successful; and the Ministers grew uneasy as to
what would happen when the time came for Parliament to deal
with supplies. If obstructionist tactics were continued then chaos
would result; and the King must either recall his former
Ministers or force Pitt to appeal to the country. There is evidence
that Pitt himself was none too confident about the issue: his
brother-in-law, Lord Mahon, on the other hand, took a clearer
view of the situation, and argued that Fox would hesitate about
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